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What is Cognitive Science?

• An emerging scientific field studying cognitive 
phenomena such as perception, reasoning, 
thinking, action/behaviour, etc. 

• Which integrates research from different disciplines 
in the natural sciences, humanities, and technology 
in an interdisciplinary manner. 



Inter-/Transdisciplinarity
in Cognitive Science



MEi:CogSci - Middle European interdisciplinary master’s programme in Cognitive Science

Joint Degree running since 2006.

Partner institutions:

◦ University of Vienna, Eötvös Loránd University Budapest, Comenius University of Bratislava, University of Ljubljana

4 semesters – 120 ECTS

3rd (and possibly 4th) semester – mobility (30 ECTS compulsory)







Research-based Curriculum



Basic 
Disciplinary 
Modules

Student has to choose:

Degree in:

Basic Disc.:
- PHIlosophy
- LINguistics

Basic Disc.:
- BIOlogy
- PSYchology
- NEUroscience

Basic Disc.:
- AI

Arts/humanities
- Philosophy
- Linguistics

X X
Science
- Biology
- Psychology
- Neuroscience/ Medicine
- (Physics)

X X

Social Science
- Cultural/Social 

Anthropology
X X

Formal/theoretical science
- Computer Science
- (Mathematics)
- (Computational Logic)

X X

Interdisciplinary
- Cognitive Science



Didactical Concepts

• Learning Contracts
• Lab reports & Lab journals
• MEi:CogSci Conference
• Mentoring
• Peer-teaching
• Focus on interdisciplinary cooperation
◦ Developing your own voice



Information online

International website
www.meicogsci.eu

Local website 
https://ssc-phil.univie.ac.at/studien/

master-cognitive-science/

http://www.meicogsci.eu/


Admission at University of Vienna

• Bachelor or Master/Diploma studies in Cognitive Science or one of its 
core disciplines: Anthropology, Biology, Computer Science, Linguistics, 
Medicine/Neuroscience, Philosophy or Psychology.
◦ Or other backgrounds (up to 30 extra ECTS points can be stipulated)

• Places will be distributed depending on the background discipline 
(up to 7 places from each: natural sciences, humanities, social sciences, 
formal sciences and cognitive science)

• No waiting lists!



Application and 
Admission 
Procedure



Steps:
◦ Register via u:space.
◦ For detailed information 

see the MEi:CogSci 
Admission page. 

◦ Upload all required 
documents.

Deadline: April 7!

1. 
Application Phase

https://uspace.univie.ac.at/
https://studieren.univie.ac.at/en/admission/master-programmes/middle-european-interdisciplinary-masters-programme-in-cognitive-science-meicogsci/
https://studieren.univie.ac.at/en/admission/master-programmes/middle-european-interdisciplinary-masters-programme-in-cognitive-science-meicogsci/


Documents:
English Requirements

Applicants who are not 
native speakers of English 
must demonstrate English 
proficiency (on B2 level or 
higher).
Details available on the Proof of 
English Language Proficiency website 
of the University of Vienna.

https://studieren.univie.ac.at/en/admission/english-language-proficiency/#c805007
https://studieren.univie.ac.at/en/admission/english-language-proficiency/#c805007


Documents: 

Bachelor certificates, transcripts, ECTS

• If you have not yet graduated from your Bachelor, but will soon :

◦ When applying to our programme, you need to have: 150 ECTS 

 current transcript of records.

◦ Before August: completed your degree.



Questions Regarding the Formal Admission Criteria

If you have questions 
regarding this stage of 
the admission process, 
contact the Admission 
Office using the 
Contact Form.

https://studieren.univie.ac.at/en/contact/


◦ The Admission Office checks your formal requirements. 
◦ The Admission Committee assesses your qualification.
− Univ.-Prof. Dr. Ulrich Ansorge
− Univ.-Prof. Mag. Dr. Thomas Bugnyar
− Univ.-Prof. Dipl.-Ing. Dr. Franz-Markus Peschl
− Mag. Dr. Sabine Tebbich, Privatdoz

2. 
Evaluation procedure and criteria

Nomination: beginning/mid June



◦ Candidates are chosen on the basis of their letter of 
motivation (your motivation to study cognitive 
science and your research question) and the 
discipline of their bachelor degree. 
 Use the Letter of Motivation-form!

2. 
Evaluation procedure and criteria

Nomination: beginning/mid June



◦ The didactical design of the programme benefits from an equal 
distribution of representatives of different disciplines 
 Rankings will be made for the different areas (natural science, humanities, 
formal science, social science, cognitive science).

• We value interdisciplinarity and we also welcome applications of students 
from other disciplines. It‘s alright if the discipline of your bachelor degree(s) 
does not align to one of those core disciplines (e.g. Sociology, Multimedia etc.). 

2. 
Evaluation procedure and criteria

Nomination: beginning/mid June



After Admission



3, 4, 5, go!

3. Registration at the University of Vienna 
& Co-registration at MUW

4. Start: Fri, Sep 26, 2025 afternoon & Heuriger in the evening
◦ Obligatory participation in the first meeting
◦ Getting to know each other, mentoring on the choice of modules

5. Introduction to Courses: Thu, Oct 2, 2025



Specializations MEi:CogSci Project Database

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13_cTTa-bPxVPph2p_s0VeKHhpealHOmmtQ2kUxmmDYg/edit?usp=sharing


Next Steps
1. Application
◦ Submitting all relevant documents
◦ Deadline: April 7th

◦ Nomination: beginning/mid June
2. Registration at the University of Vienna
3. First meeting (end of September)
◦ compulsory (!)



Contact
International MEi:CogSci website

University of Vienna MEi:CogSci website

meicogsci@univie.ac.at

University of Vienna MEi:CogSci Team:
• Elisabeth Zimmermann ·

• Markus Peschl ·
• Udo Schimanofsky ·

http://www.meicogsci.eu/
https://ssc-phil.univie.ac.at/studien/middle-european-interdisciplinary-masters-programme-in-cognitive-science-meicogsci/
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